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TAM

	ARSON VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENTS OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS

	INTRODUCTION

Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service (LFRS)  is fully committed to providing a safer environment to all our communities and we are well aware of the impact a fire involving public buildings can have in reducing community cohesion. No building is immune from the threat of arson; therefore as a Service will promote the completion of an Arson vulnerability assessment on public buildings within Lancashire.
AIM

The main focus of the assessments will be for the responsible person to use their experience and knowledge of how and where these types of fires occur. This will enable them to conduct Arson Vulnerability Assessments on the building including external access to the building. The conclusions of the Arson Vulnerability Assessments will also contribute to the reduction of unauthorised access by persons who may be causing a disturbance or committing anti-social behaviour.



	Address Of Building
	Type Of Building

	
	

	Inspection details: Survey of external property
	Date 
	

	
	Inspection time


	

	Inspection carried out by:
	
	
	
	
	

	Signatures
	


	GUIDANCE FOR ARSON VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENTS

4 POINT ACTION PLAN

	· Deter unauthorised entry 
· Restricted access to site by means of security fencing etc
· Use of warning signs

· Use of neighbourhood watch/patrollers

· Good lighting (sodium is better at illuminating large areas and is cheaper to run)

· Random security patrols

· Prevent unauthorised access into the building
· Alcoves and recesses gated or illuminated

· Doors and windows (laminated / toughened or shuttered or timber steel sheeting) – maintained with adequate security especially those out of view

· Roof lights – access to roofs restricted, internal grill bars external boarding etc
· CCTV use

· Reduce the opportunity for an arsonist to start a fire
· Remove combustible materials

· Secure refuse containers and contain in a secure compound or secure with a padlock and chain no less than 8m from the building

· CBM and PCSO’s aware of empty property to provide visual presence when in the area

· Reduce the scope for potential fire damage
· Are combustible items positioned clear of buildings should fire occur

· During demolition renovation/building work are fire risks identified and reduced

· Services and ducts into building are adequately stopped




	ARSON VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT

SITE SURVEY



	· Is the site easily accessible to the public, and is trespassing a potential problem. E.g. not a secure site, is it bounded by a substantial fence (2m in height) with lockable access


	Observations
	Recommendations

	
	
	

	· Are all parts of the building perimeter overlooked by surrounding houses


	
	

	· Is the external perimeter of the building (doors/windows/roofs) vulnerable to intruders e.g. recessed doorways may need gates fitting etc


	
	

	· Is combustible waste placed in a secure bin or bin store sited away from building and regularly emptied


	
	

	· Are buildings and other vulnerable areas sufficiently illuminated 


	
	

	Is the building monitored by CCTV (local shops or dedicated local authority cameras)

	
	


	ARSON VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT

SITE SURVEY CONTINUED


	· Are there any signs of ownership to enable advice to be given
	Observations
	Recommendations

	
	
	

	· Is the building fitted with an intruder alarm (monitored or unmonitored)


	
	

	· Is the building patrolled e.g. PCSO`s External Security Company.


	
	


	ARSON VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT

HISTORY

	· Is there past history or evidence of vandalism


	Observations
	Recommendations

	
	
	

	· Have the Fire Service attended previous fires at the building or the immediate area

	
	

	· Is there evidence of attempted entry into building by unauthorised people
	
	

	· Evidence of drug or alcohol use in close     proximity
	
	

	· Any past incidents of hostilities towards the establishment
	
	


	Responsible Persons Additional Comments



	Recommended Actions Following Arson Assessment

	Action
	Person informed 
	Date of Follow Up
	Completed or further review date required (if so give date of review)
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